
NISL	  Club	  Linesperson	  Test	   Participants	  Name:	  _____________________________________	  

  
Instructions: Answer the questions that follow, according to the Laws of the Game, and 
as if you were the referee, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
 
Questions 1 through 10 pertain to Laws 1-4.  Select the best answer. 
 

1 For safety reasons, goals MUST be anchored securely to the ground. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

2 The longer boundary lines are called: 
m    A. Sidelines m    B. Touchlines 

 
 
3 The shorter boundary lines are called: 

m    A. Goal Lines m    B. End Line 
 
 

4 The lines on the field are part of the area they enclose.	  
m    A. True    m    B. False 

 
 
5 Players may wear under shorts if they are of the same color as the main color of the shorts. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 
6 A field player changes jerseys with the goalkeeper during half-time without informing you.  When the 

new goalkeeper touches the ball with his/her hands within the penalty area during the second half, you 
realize the change was made.  You should award a penalty kick for handling the ball. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 
7 The minimum number of players ONE soccer team must have on the field before play can be started 

(11v11), including the goalkeeper, is 
m    A. 7  m    B. 9  m    C. 11 

 
 
8 While inspecting player equipment, you discover a player wearing tennis shoes.  You should: 

m    A. instruct him/her to change his/her shoes, since they were not made to play soccer 
m    B. permit him/her to play, if you feel that the shoes are not dangerous 

 
 
9 A team wants to play without a goalkeeper.  You should: 

m    A. allow it.  A team is allowed to play without a goalkeeper if it chooses to do so. 
m    B. not allow it.  Each team must have a goalkeeper 

 
 

10 Players are allowed to wear jewelry as long as it is properly taped. 
m    A. True     m    B. False 
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Questions 11 through 21 pertain to Laws 7-10.  Select the best answer. 
 

11 The ball is in play.  An attacking player makes a short pass that hits you and rebounds to a defending 
player.  You should: 

m    A. allow play to continue 
m    B. stop play.  Restart the game with a dropped ball. 

 
 

12 From a kick-off, the ball was kicked forward and went directly into the opponent's goal.  Restart play with 
a: 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

13 A goalkeeper caught and maintained possession of the ball inside his/her Penalty Area but injured 
himself/herself in the process.  You stopped play to allow a trainer to attend to the goalkeeper.  When 
ready, restart play with a: 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

14 At a dropped ball, the ball touched the ground and then a player kicked it directly into the opponent’s 
goal.  Restart play with a: 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 
 
 

15 At a dropped ball, the ball touched the ground and then a player kicked it directly into his/her own goal.  
Restart play with a: 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

16 While the ball was in play, you temporarily stopped the game because of thunder or lightning.  After the 
weather improves and play can be resumed safely, how should you restart the game? 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 
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17 Before the start of the game, a coin is tossed and the team that wins the toss has the option 
m    A. of which goal it will attack. 
m    B. to either take the kick-off or which goal to defend. 
m    C. of taking the kick-off to start the first half or the second half. 
m    D. of allowing the opposing captain to choose which goal to attack first. 

 
 

18 You have awarded a corner kick.  Before the kick can be taken, time runs out for the first half.  What 
action should you take? 

m    A. extend time for the taking of the corner kick. 
m    B. start the second half with a corner kick. 
m    C. declare the half over because time has expired. Do not allow the corner kick to be taken. 

 
 

19 You have awarded a penalty kick.  Before the kick can be taken, time runs out for the first half.  What 
action should you take? 

m    A. extend time for the taking of the penalty kick. 
m    B. start the second half with a penalty kick. 
m    C. declare the half over because time has expired. Do not allow the penalty kick to be taken. 

 
 
20 The ball is out of play when: 

 

m    A. it has wholly crossed the goal line or touch line whether on the ground or in the air. 
m    B. the referee has stopped the game. 
m    C. either (a) or (b) occurs. 

 
 

21 The ball, while in play, hits the assistant referee who is standing on the touchline and does not leave the 
field of play.  You should: 

m    A. stop play and restart with a dropped ball 
m    B. allow play to continue 
m    C. stop the game and restart it with a throw-in 
m    D. none of the above 
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Questions 22 through 58 pertain to Laws 13-17.   Select the best answer. 
 

22 At the taking of a throw-in, all opponents must be at least 2 yards away from the point at which the 
throw-in is taken. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

23 A throw-in must be taken from the point where the ball crossed the touch line or within a yard of that 
point. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

24 At the taking of a corner kick, opponents are required to be 10 yards from: 
m    A. the ball 
m    B. the corner flag 
m    C. the player taking the corner kick 
m    D. the corner arc 
m    E. the touchline 

 
 

25 At the taking of a corner kick, for the ball to be in play, the ball must leave the corner arc. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 

  
 
  
For Questions 26 through 58, the game has been stopped for the stated incident.  You 
are the referee in this game.  Use the following responses to indicate the proper restart 
of the game. 
 

26 The whole ball crossed over the goal line, near a corner flag post, last touched by an attacking player. 
m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

27 From a corner kick, the ball went directly into the opponent’s goal without being touched by another 
player. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
28 From a throw-in, the ball went directly into the opponent’s goal without being touched by another player. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 
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29 From a free kick taken outside the penalty area, a player kicked the ball directly into his/her own goal. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 
 
 

30 From a goal kick, a player attempted to pass the ball to a teammate at one side of the penalty area.  The 
ball stopped moving before it left the penalty area. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

31 From an indirect free kick, a player kicked the ball directly into his/her opponent’s goal (no other player 
touches the ball). 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

32 From a penalty kick, the ball rebounds from the goalkeeper to the player who took the penalty kick.  That 
player then kicks the ball into the goal. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

33 From a kick-off, the ball was played forward but it crossed a touchline before any player touched it. 
m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

34 On a corner kick, the ball curved in the air completely across the goal line, returned onto the playing field 
and was then kicked into the goal. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 
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35 Before a penalty kick was taken, the goalkeeper moved to his/her right and then to his/her left, but 

remained on the goal line.  The kick was taken and the goalkeeper deflected the ball over the crossbar. 
m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Throw-in 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. Kick-off 

 
 

36 At the taking of a penalty kick, a defender entered the penalty area after the referee whistled but before 
the kick was taken.  After the kick was taken, the goalkeeper deflected the kick over the crossbar. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Penalty Kick 
m    D. Direct Free Kick 
m    E. Indirect Free Kick 

 
 

37 At the taking of a penalty kick, a teammate of the kicker entered the penalty area after the referee 
whistled but before the kick was taken.  The kick was taken and the ball was saved by the goalkeeper. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Penalty Kick 
m    D. Direct Free Kick 
m    E. Indirect Free Kick 

 
 

38 From an indirect free kick, the goalkeeper deflected a shot on goal over the crossbar. 
m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Penalty Kick 
m    D. Direct Free Kick 
m    E. Indirect Free Kick 

 
 

39 A player takes a quick free kick and the ball hits the referee, who is standing in the center circle.  The 
ball rebounds back to the kicker who passes it to one of his/her teammates.  You should: 

m    A. Allow play to continue 
m    B. Stop play, send off the kicker and restart with a direct free kick for the opposing team 
m    C. Stop play and restart with an indirect free kick for the opposing team 
m    D. Stop play and restart with a direct free kick for the opposing team 
m    E. None of the above 
 
 

40 At the taking of a penalty kick, the kicker must be identified before the referee signals for the kick. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

41 Which of the following restarts requires that the ball move forward in order for the ball to be in play? 
m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Dropped ball 
m    D. Kick-off 
m    E. Indirect Free Kick
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42 When an indirect free kick is taken outside the kicker’s penalty area, the ball is in play when it is kicked 

and moves. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 

 
 
43 When a direct free kick is taken outside the kicker’s penalty area, the ball is in play when it is kicked and 

moves. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 

 
 

44 A goal can be scored directly from a throw-in. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

45 From a corner kick, the ball rebounded off a goal post directly back to the player who took the corner 
kick and he/she then kicked the ball.  For this incident, you should stop play. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

46 A goal can be scored directly against the opposing team from a goal kick. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 

 
 
47 You have awarded a goal kick.  The player taking the goal kick must place the ball on the goal area line 

closest to where the ball went out. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

48 When is the ball in play at the taking of a corner kick? 
m    A. When it travels a distance equal to its circumference 
m    B. When it is kicked 
m    C. When it is kicked and it moves 
m    D. When it is kicked, it moves and leaves the corner area 

 
 

49 When is the ball in play at the taking of a goal kick? 
m    A. When it travels a distance equal to its circumference 
m    B. When it is kicked 
m    C. When it is kicked and it moves 
m    D. When it is kicked directly beyond the penalty area into the field of play 

 
 

50 When is the ball in play at the taking of a direct free kick outside the penalty area? 
m    A. When it travels a distance equal to its circumference 
m    B. When it is kicked 
m    C. When it is kicked and it moves 
m    D. When it is kicked and it moves forward 

 
 

51 When is the ball in play at the taking of a direct free kick inside the penalty area? 
m    A. When it travels a distance equal to its circumference 
m    B. When it is kicked 
m    C. When it is kicked and it moves 
m    D. When it is kicked directly beyond the penalty area into the field of play 
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52 When is the ball in play at the taking of an indirect free kick outside the kicking team’s penalty area? 
m    A. When it travels a distance equal to its circumference 
m    B. When it is kicked 
m    C. When it is kicked and it moves 
m    D. When it is kicked, it moves and a second player touches the ball 
 
 

53 When is the ball in play at the taking of an indirect free kick inside the kicking team’s penalty area? 
m    A. When it travels a distance equal to its circumference 
m    B. When it is kicked 
m    C. When it is kicked and it moves 
m    D. When it is kicked directly beyond the penalty area into the field of play 
 
 

54 When is the ball in play at the taking of a throw-in? 
m    A. When it leaves the hands of the thrower 
m    B. When it touches the plane of the touchline 
m    C. When it completely crossed the plane of the touchline 
m    D. When it leaves the hands of the thrower and touches the plane of the touchline 
 

 
55 When is the ball in play at the taking of a penalty kick? 

m    A. When it travels a distance equal to its circumference 
m    B. When it is kicked 
m    C. When it is kicked and it moves 
m    D. When it is kicked and it moves forward 
 

  
56 When is the ball in play after a dropped ball? 

m    A. When the ball touches the ground 
m    B. When the referee releases the ball 
m    C. When a player touches the ball 
m    D. When the ball stops bouncing 
 

  
57 When is the ball in play at the taking of a kick-off? 

m    A. When it travels a distance equal to its circumference 
m    B. When it is kicked 
m    C. When it is kicked and it moves 
m    D. When it is kicked and it moves forward 
 

 
58 At the taking of a goal kick, the opponents must remain outside the penalty area until the ball is in play. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
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Questions 59 through 65 pertain to Law 11.  Select the best answer. 
 

 
59 A player cannot be in an offside position if he/she is: 

m    A. in his/her own half of the field of play 
m    B. level with the second last opponent 
m    C. level with the last two opponents 
m    D. all of the above 
 
 

60 An attacking player in an offside position receives the ball directly from a teammate’s corner kick. 
m    A. The player is guilty of offside  m    B. The player is NOT guilty of offside 

 
 
61 An attacking player, in an offside position, receives the ball directly from a teammate’s goal kick. 

m    A. The player is guilty of offside  m    B. The player is NOT guilty of offside 
 
 
62 An attacking player, in an offside position, receives the ball directly from a teammate’s throw-in. 

m    A. The player is guilty of offside  m    B. The player is NOT guilty of offside 
 
 
63 An attacking player, in an offside position, receives the ball directly from a teammate’s indirect free kick. 

m    A. The player is guilty of offside  m    B. The player is NOT guilty of offside 
 
 
64 For the purpose of determining if an attacker is in an offside position, the position of the attacker’s head 

or feet matter, but not the position of the attacker’s arms. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 

 
 

65 You have stopped play for an offside offense.  You should restart play with a direct free kick. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 
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Questions 66 through 71 pertain to Law 12.  Select the best answer. 
 

66 While holding the ball, the goalkeeper is allowed to run the length of the penalty area, provided he/she 
releases the ball within 6 seconds. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

67 A player persistently infringes the Laws of the Game. 
m    A. Caution and show the guilty player a yellow card. 
m    B. Send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    C. First show a yellow card and then send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    D. For this incident neither a caution nor a send-off is directed by the Laws of the Game. 

 
 

68 A player strikes a teammate. 
m    A. Caution and show the guilty player a yellow card. 
m    B. Send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    C. First show a yellow card and then send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    D. For this incident neither a caution nor a send-off is directed by the Laws of the Game. 

 
 

69 A player tackles an opponent, endangering the safety of the opponent. 
m    A. Caution and show the guilty player a yellow card. 
m    B. Send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    C. First show a yellow card and then send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    D. For this incident neither a caution nor a send-off is directed by the Laws of the Game. 

 
 

70 When a throw-in is being taken, an opponent unfairly distracts or impedes the thrower. 
m    A. Caution and show the guilty player a yellow card. 
m    B. Send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    C. First show a yellow card and then send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    D. For this incident neither a caution nor a send-off is directed by the Laws of the Game. 

 
 

71 At the taking of a penalty kick, the ball rebounds from the crossbar. Before any other player (including 
the goalkeeper) has touched it, the kicker regains possession of the ball and shoots and scores. 

m    A. Caution and show the guilty player a yellow card. 
m    B. Send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    C. First show a yellow card and then send off and show the guilty player a red card. 
m    D. For this incident neither a caution nor a send-off is directed by the Laws of the Game. 

 
 
For Questions 72 through 82, play has been stopped for the stated violation which 
occurred on the field of play with the ball in play.  Use the following responses to 
indicate the proper restart of the game.  Answer all questions as if you were the referee. 
 

72 A player carelessly kicked an opponent while standing near the corner flag. 
m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
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73 A player standing near his own penalty mark attempted to strike an opponent but missed. 
m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
 
 

74 A goalkeeper, while punting the ball from the top of the penalty area, goes completely out of the penalty 
area and into the penalty arc with the ball still in his/her hands. 

m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. None of the above 

 
 

75 A player jumped at an opponent in a reckless manner near the halfway line. 
m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. None of the above 

 
 

76 A goalkeeper, with the ball in his/her hands, took more than 6 seconds to release the ball into play. 
m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. None of the above 

 
 

77 A defensive player tackled an opponent right on the defender’s penalty area line in a careless manner.  
m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. None of the above 

 
 

78 The goalkeeper, within his/her penalty area, played the ball with his/her hands after it had been 
deliberately kicked to him/her by a teammate. 

m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. None of the above 
 
 

79 The goalkeeper, within his/her penalty area, played the ball with his/her feet after it had been deliberately 
kicked to him/her by a teammate. 

m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. None of the above 
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80 The goalkeeper, within his/her penalty area, played the ball with his/her hands after receiving it directly 
from a teammate's throw-in. 

m    A. Direct Free Kick 
m    B. Penalty Kick 
m    C. Indirect Free Kick 
m    D. Dropped ball 
m    E. None of the above 

 
81 Within the penalty area, an opponent prevented the goalkeeper from releasing the ball from his hands. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Penalty Kick 
m    D. Direct Free Kick 
m    E. Indirect Free Kick 

 
82 A defender recklessly tripped an attacker outside the defender's penalty area, but inside the penalty arc. 

m    A. Corner kick 
m    B. Goal kick 
m    C. Penalty Kick 
m    D. Direct Free Kick 
m    E. Indirect Free Kick 
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Questions 83 through 100 pertain to Laws 5-6 and Guide to Procedures.  Select the best answer. 
 

83 The ball completely crosses over the touch line, near an assistant referee (AR).  The AR should signal 
with the flag at 45 degrees above the horizontal in the direction of the throw-in.   

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 

 

 
84 At the taking of a kick-off, each AR should be in line with the second-to-last-defender. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

85 You notice that an AR has raised the flag vertically and has given it a slight wave.  You should conclude 
that, in the opinion of the AR, offside should be called.      

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 

 
 
 

86 AR observes a foul that you could not see.  You stop play when the AR raises his/her flag and gives it a 
slight wave.  Once your whistle sounds, the AR walks quickly to the corner flag post.  According to the 
AR a penalty kick should be awarded.  

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 

 
 
 

87 You see the ball enter the goal.  The AR makes eye contact with you and then sprints up the touch line 
towards the halfway line.  This action indicates that, in the opinion of the AR, the goal should be 
awarded.  

m    A. True  m    B. False 
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88 The AR indicates to you that a substitution is requested by using the following signal.  The AR should 
maintain this signal until the substitution process is completed. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 

 
 
 

89 The ball, last touched by an attacking player, completely passes over the goal line, near the Penalty 
Area.  The AR should signal as follows:  

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 

 

 
90 Unless otherwise indicated in the rules of the competition, the officiating crew is expected to arrive at the 

playing field at least 30 minutes prior to kick-off. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

91 Each time ANY attacker is in an offside position, the AR should signal as follows:  
m    A. True  m    B. False 

 

 
 
 

92 Any player bleeding from a wound must leave the field of play for treatment. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 

 
 

93 At the beginning of each half, the assistant referees should keep the flag furled (rolled up) until he/she is 
ready for the game to start. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
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94 The process of inspecting player equipment, player passes and rosters is the responsibility of the 
assistant referees. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

95 If the ball passes out of the field across a touchline and immediately returns to the field, the assistant 
referee signals with a vertical flag (as shown below) until acknowledged by the referee, then flags in the 
direction of the throw-in 

m    A. True  m    B. False 

 
 
 

96 At the taking of a corner kick on his/her side of the field, the assistant referee should stand about 2 yards 
away from the corner flag, in line with the goal line to make sure they are not in the way of the player 
taking the kick. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

97 Any time you want to stop the game for a foul, you must blow your whistle. 
m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

98 The recommended position for an assistant referee during the taking of a penalty kick is behind the 
corner flag. 

m    A. True  m    B. False 
 
 

99 At the end of the game, when should the referee and the assistant referees leave the field together as a 
team? 

m    A. Never 
m    B. Always 
m    C. Only if their bags are on the same side of the field 
m    D. None of the above 

 
 
100 The person who is required to keep a record of the game, according to Law 5, is the: 

m    A. senior assistant referee 
m    B. referee 
m    C. league administrator 
m    D. coach of the home team 




